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the most ancient writing, be  overturned by an  uncertain remark such as this' ?'
On Monday, March 25, we breakfasted at Mrs. Lucy Porter's. Johnson had sent an express to Dr. Taylor's, acquainting him of our being at Lichfield8, and Taylor had returned an answer that his post-chaise should come for us this day. While we sat at breakfast, Dr. Johnson received a letter by the post, which seemed to agitate him very much. When he had read it, he exclaimed, ' One of the most dreadful things that has happened in my time.' The phrase my time, like the word age, is usually understood to refer to an event of a publick or general nature. I imagined something like an assassination of the King — like a gunpowder plot carried into execution—or like another fire of London. When asked, 'What is it, Sir?' he answered, ' Mr. Thrale has lost his only son"!' This was, no doubt, a very great affliction to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, which their friends would consider accordingly; but from the manner in which the intelligence of it was communicated by Johnson, it appeared for the moment to be comparatively small. I, however, soon felt a sincere concern, and was curious to observe, how Dr. Johnson would be affected. He said, ' This is a total extinction to their family, as much as if
3 A Signer Recupero had noticed on Etna, the thickness of each stratum of earth between the several strata of lava. ' He tells me,' wrote Brydone,' he is exceedingly embarrassed by these discoveries in writing the history of the mountain. That Moses hangs like a dead weight upon him, and blunts all his zeal for inquiry; for that really he has not the conscience to make his mountain so young as that prophet makes the world. The bishop, who is strenuously orthodox —for it is an excellent see—has already warned him to be upon his guard, and not to pretend to be a better natural historian than Moses.' Brydone's Tour, \. 141.
" He wrote:—' Mr. Boswell is with me, but I will take care that he shall hinder no business, nor shall he know more than you would liave him.' Mr. Morison's Collection of Autographs, vol. ii.
3 'March 23,1776. Master Thrale, son of Mr. Thrale, member for the Borough, suddenly before his father's door.' Gent, Mag. 1776, P- 142-
theypounds.' Croker's Boswell, p. 145.
